
Curriculum and Communications Committee
December 9, 2021

4:31-4:44 PM
South Conference Room, Administration Building

Minutes

Call to Order
Mr. Kennedy called the meeting to order at 4:31 PM.

Attendance:
C&C Members present- Katherine Barnes, Staci Carpenter, Sarah Jones, Eric Kennedy,

Lisa Kudwa, Ray Metcalf, Dan Schwegler, Brian Toth,
Jennifer Urtel, Lisa Welch

Other staff present- Jaclyn Bury

C&C Members absent- Karen Fisher, Terry Furlong, Mary Smothers, Monica Zuzow

Public Comments
None.

Approval of Minutes
Mr. Toth moved to approve the minutes from the November 11, 2021 Curriculum and
Communications meeting.  Mrs. Jones seconded the motion.  The minutes were then
unanimously approved by those present in November.

New Business
● Mrs. Kudwa shared that the middle schools are piloting a support class this year for

students who need academic and study skill coaching in multiple subjects.  The class is
called Mustang Hour at MMS and Charger Hour at CMS.  The course is designed to
assist students in developing positive habits that emphasize personal responsibility,
self-advocacy, emotional intelligence and self confidence.  The pilot has gone very well
and she will be taking the course for formal adoption by the Board of Education to the
meeting in January.  Mrs. Bury was able to answer questions from the committee
regarding the number of sections and how students are recommended for the course.

● Mrs. Kudwa shared that both high schools currently offer an elective computer science
course called Visual Basic, which references the computer programming language that
was taught in the course.  Visual Basic is no longer as common in today’s industry. A
shift to the title and course description is necessary to keep the course relevant to
industry standards.  The course’s new title will be Introduction to Computer Science as it
references the subject matter without specifically naming the computer programming
language(s) used in the course.  This new description would allow introduction of newer
computer languages as they become available.   The new course title and course
description will be going to the Board of Education in January for approval.  The
committee was supportive of the change.



Old Business
● Mrs. Kudwa shared an update on the community survey and upcoming stakeholder

feedback groups for the “Snapshot of our Learners'' project.  She reminded the
committee that the purpose of this work is to collaboratively develop a timeless set of
inclusive, universal skills and ways of being that unify and define South Lyon Community
Schools. In other words, we are developing the compelling “why” that drives all of our
work and interactions with students.

The survey was shared with all staff and families in the district’s Thursday newsletter and
will be shared with secondary students on Monday.

Focus groups are being planned for students, staff, families and community business
members.  Interested participants will have the opportunity to sign up.

● Mr. Toth shared that the district will be purchasing the Smore online access for
newsletter creation for all schools next year.  This is based on feedback from the
committee about the readability of the Smore format.  He thanked the committee for their
feedback at the November meeting.

Feedback regarding parent/teacher conferences was brought back up and Mr. Toth
shared that we have time to adjust prior to conferences next year.

Other
None.

Public Comments
None.

Motion to Adjourn
Mr. Kennedy adjourned the meeting at 4:44 PM.

Future Meeting Dates-
4:30 p.m. at the Administration Building- South Conference room

● January 13
● February 10
● March 10
● April 14
● April 28
● May 12
● May 26


